


About Us

Brandon’s Voice is a nonprofit organization with the vision of creating
a better tomorrow for those impacted by autism. We are committed
to helping children on the spectrum have better opportunities and
helping families learn how to better communicate with their autistic
children, as well as supporting autism research. We believe the key to
understanding is research. More needs to be done to find out why peo-
ple develop Autism, how Autism can be prevented, and how to treat
people with Autism. And this research must include input from the
people who are on the front lines of Autism every single day- parents,
teachers, therapists and, most importantly, people who have Autism,
whose voices need to be heard.

Brandon’s Voice wants to change the conversation about Autism. Our
fundraising efforts have the ultimate goal of getting funding to the
people doing the most for the cause, not only to find a cure, but to
provide the best treatment for children with Autism. 



While there are many large organizations raising money and awareness 
for autism at a national scale, Brandon’s Voice is based right here in 
Bryn Mawr, and seeks to work neighbor by neighbor, school by school, 
and family by family to change the voice of autism. We are proud that 
100% of the funds we raise goes directly to the cause.

Jean and Kirk Schultz founded Brandon’s Voice after their lives were
touched by autism. Their son Brandon, now 13, was diagnosed with
autism at nearly 2 years old. But Autism isn’t Brandon’s whole story.
He was also diagnosed with epilepsy, GERD, asthma, lymph/vascular
malformation and cervical adenitis. Brandon was born with no compli-
cations on August 15, 2007. Jean and Kirk dealt with only the usual
challenges of having a newborn, until Brandon fell ill at four months
old. This was the beginning of his many medical issues. Despite all of
this, Brandon was able to
meet all of the expected
growth milestones- rolling,
crawling, walking, smiling,
waving and pointing.
He seemed to be on track
until just before his second
birthday, when he suddenly
began exhibiting signs of
Autism. The first sign was
sleep pattern disruption,
he could only sleep for
two hours at a time before
waking up screaming. At 15
months, he started banging
his head and at 16 months
he stopped saying mom.
Brandon was officially diag-
nosed with Autism on July
20, 2009.

But what is living with Autism like? Imagine yourself in a constant
state of panic, where you have difficulty expressing yourself and
people have difficulting understanding you. It’s like living in a bubble,
where you can see and hear but can’t connect. Brandon’s story,
while unique, may be similar to what you or other families affected by
Autism experience. We are hoping that together we can help Brandon
and children like him, and figure out how to get inside the bubble.

Through targeted action, we aim to 
change the voice of autism across the 
nation by :

•  Raising critically needed funds for 
clinical research and treatments

•  Generating awareness through edu
cation and events 

•  Providing support for families im
pacted by autism

•  Building a community for parents of 
autistic children 

•  Paving the road to understanding 
autism





Just as popcorn bursts kernel by kernel, 
we arelooking to change the voice of 
autism one voice at a time. Poppin’ for 
the Spectrum is a fun and easy way for 
every family and every community to 
support our mission.

Brandon’s Voice invites you to host your 
own Poppin’ for the Spectrum popcorn 
stand to raise money for autism 
research, programming, and aware-
ness. Find guidance, templates, and 
more at brandonsvoice.org or contact 
us for details.

Poppin’ for the Spectrum!

People with autism spectrum disorders and related conditions often face 
extreme social isolation because of how they can react in social situations. 
Beyond raising funds for clinical research and treatments, we believe that as a 
society we must redefine our relationship with autism and disorders along the 
spectrum in order to fundamentally change how we view people who have 
this diagnosis.

The only way to combat isolation is through inclusion—and it starts with our
youth. Working with neuro-typical young people in schools and communities,
Brandon’s Voice seeks to build a community of young ambassadors who 
foster acceptance and inclusion, rather than fear and marginalization.

People with autism respond well to a peer mentoring style of social skills 
instruction, where they are being led into pro-social situations by same age, 
similarly situated peers. Having adults instruct teenagers in standard social 
mores is rarely successful, because in fact adults don’t know the unspoken 
rules of the culture they are attempting to emulate.

JOIN US IN OUR
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS



















Thank you for coming to our Fall Festival!

We sincerely appreciate your support of autism. This year Brandon’s Voice 
has continued to support research efforts to help improve the lives of 
those affected by autism.  We also have been educating local schools and 
businesses on how to build inclusive environments.

Brandon’s Voice has as its central mission to develop new, applied, 
innovative programming that can be used to fill in ‘gaps’ in the education 
of people with autism.  Whether this involves learning about how to 
functionally use public transportation, acquiring coding/programming 
skills, or fostering true friendships with peers, we believe that people with 
autism can exceed current expectations.

This year, Brandon’s Voice has been collaborating with psycholinguist Dr. 
Felicia Hurewitz, Ph.D., BCBA, to develop a curriculum for what we term a 
“Linguistically Informed” autism program. The objective of this endeavor 
is to help teenage learners who have stalled in language acquisition 
despite using standard instructional methods. Such learners may use 
telegraphic language when speaking, such as “go car no”, instead of “my 
toy car isn’t going.”   This new curriculum explicitly teaches such students 
to use full language, one grammatical construction at a time, utilizing 
a multisensory, sequential paradigm. In a pilot of this curriculum, we 
have found success helping a child go from speaking simple nouns to 
full grammatical structures.  Excitingly, this approach has allowed these 
students to correct many of the idiosyncratic elements of speech, leading 
to improved articulation and intonation. Along with this increase in 
speech usage, we have seen substantial progress in reading, writing and 
mathematics amongst these students.   In the future, we hope to scale 
up the linguistically informed program to more children, and to manualize 
this innovate new curriculum so that it may be disseminated.

Thank you again for your generosity and support.

With Appreciation,

Jeanie Schultz

President, Brandon’s Voice



Advanced Brokerage Concepts - Ali Baba Limo Service - Donald Amato - 
American Girl - American Helicopter Museum - Anonymous Donors - Apple 
Walnut Cafe - The Barnhart Family - 333 Belrose Bar & Grill - Berkshire 
Hathaway - Big Bend Ranch - Blue Mercury - Brandywine River Museum & 
Conservancy - The Bracken Family - Briar Bush Nature Center - Bryn Mawr 
Car Wash - Buckingham Vineyard - James Cannon - Chanticleer Gardens - 
Chick-fil-A - CoCo Key Water Resort - Corinthian Spa, Sandy Hellman - Crate 
& Press - Crayola Factory - Lisa Curran - Dalessandro’s - DiBruno Brothers 
- Dick’s Sporting Goods - Earth Rise Roofing - Eastern State Penitentiary - 
Arlene Renee Finston - Jessica and Nick Faulk - First Watch - Flexner Pixel 
Design - Foote Orthodontics - Charles Friel Landscaping Inc. - Friends of the 
Railroad Museum - Garden State Discovery Museum - The Gallagher Family 
- The Gebert Family - Great Frog Winery - Green House Agency - Hannum’s 
Harley-Davidson - The Hoffman Family - Elisabeth Hummel - Brian Hupperterz 
- Iron Hill Brewery - Isabella’s Soap Boutique - Ruth Jorary - Jumpers - Stuart 
A. Kauffman -  Kennys Flower Shoppe - The Knowlton Family The Koenig 
Family - The Lamontagne Family - Lauren Bracken - Lucky Duck Toys - The 
Lynch Family - Majelle Yu - Main Entree - McSorley’s Ale House - Mirror 
Lake Inn Resort & Spa - Morris Arboretum - Mutter Museum - Mystic Barrel - 
Nothing Bundt Cakes - Oriental Trading - The Perez Family -The Perrot Family 
- Penn Museum - People’s Light & Theater Co. - Philadelphia Chamber Music 
Society - Philadelphia Eagles - Philadelphia Museum of Art - Philadelphia 
Phillies - Jackie Preston - Reading Phillies - Ripplewood Whiskey & Craft - Rita 
McCormick  - Safa Persian Teahouse - Sade McFadden - The Schanno Family 
- Schiffs - Stickman Brewery - Stress Factory Comedy Club - Sugar Treasures 
Bakery - The Superdock Family - Terry Daly Sullivan - Target - Dylan & Kelsey 
Terenick - TJ Maxx - John Travolta - The Turning Point - Tyler Arboretum - 
Mike Tyson - Upper Main Line YMCA - Dave Vahey - Renee Vardoumitis (One 
Hope) - Washington House Restaurant & Sellersville Theater - The Walton 
Family - Wegmans - Whiteface Club & Resort - Winnies - Winterthur Museum - 

Wynnewood Lanes - Zesto Pizza

Please show these donors our gratitude for their 
generous support of Brandon’s Voice and our 

mission — to change the voice of autism!

Special thank you to all the families who purchased a lane or the 
beer & bourbon tasting and donated the money due to need to hold 
the event virtually! Thank you also to all those who have donated 
their precious time to help with the event.

All of you have and continue to make a difference. It is because of 
your efforts and generosity, Brandon’sVoice was able to donate to 
help support research, educate and begin to build programming!




