


BRANDON'’S VOICE

Changing the voice of Autism

Help us change the voice of autism!

Do you want to help your community
and enhance the lives of those
affected by autism? Join our team,
and you'll do exactly that!

Resumé experiences
you’ll get as a volunteer:

® Writing grant applications.

Our non-profit organization is
growing rapidly, and we need
more talented volunteers, to
support our autism advocacy,
education, and fundraising
efforts. If you want to help, but
don't know how—that's ok! We
offer a diverse range of service
opportunities for volunteers of all
ages and abilities. Contact us, and
we'll find the perfect fit for you in
our cause.

® Setting-up and working events at
venues.

®Finding corporate sponsorships for our
events; including ads, etc.

® Planning and putting materials
together for events.

® Working with a team.

® Community Service Hours.

To get involved, please email us at

jean@brandonsvoice.org




Join Us In Our

Fundraising Efforts

People with autism spectrum disorders and related conditions often face
extreme social isolation because of how they can react in social situations.
Beyond raising funds for clinical research and treatments, we believe that as a
society we must redefine our relationship with autism and disorders along the
spectrum in order to fundamentally change how we view people who have
this diagnosis.

The only way to combat isolation is through inclusion—and it starts with our
youth. Working with neuro-typical young people in schools and communities,
Brandon'’s Voice seeks to build a community of young ambassadors who
foster acceptance and inclusion, rather than fear and marginalization.

People with autism respond well to a peer mentoring style of social skills
instruction, where they are being led into pro-social situations by same age,
similarly situated peers. Having adults instruct teenagers in standard social
mores is rarely successful, because in fact adults don't know the unspoken
rules of the culture they are attempting to emulate.

Poppin’ for the Spectrum!

Just as popcorn bursts kernel by kernel, P
we are looking to change the voice of B
autism one voice at a time. Poppin’ for ~ BAE8
the Spectrum is a fun and easy way for # i
every family and every community to @
support our mission. ¢

|
Brandon's Voice invites you to host your g
own Poppin’ for the Spectrum popcorn [
stand to raise money for autism
research, programming, and awareness. |
Find guidance, templates, and moreat g &
brandonsvoice.org or contact us for )
details. @

@



Jean and Kirk Schultz welcomed their second child, a baby boy
named Brandon, into the world on August 15th, 2007. With an
uncomplicated birth, they took their youngest child home and
began to navigate the uneasy waters of having a newborn. At
just four months old, things changed when Brandon fell ill. This
was just the beginning of many medical issues that would
affect Brandon and his family. A tumor was found underneath
his armpit, requiring several surgeries and interventions, and he
received several new diagnoses including epilepsy, GERD,
asthma, lymph/vascular malformation and cervical adenitis.
Despite all of the additional new factors regarding Brandon'’s
health, he was able to meet all of the expected growth mile-
stones such as rolling, crawling, walking, smiling, waving, point-
ing etc., which was reassuring to his parents, but they knew
something was still different with their newest child.



Brandon began exhibiting puzzling and concerning behavior patterns consis-
tent with what would become his next diagnosis. The first sign was sleep
pattern disruption. Previously past the sleep training stage of development,
Brandon was now only able to sleep for a maximum of two hours at a time
before suddenly waking up screaming. At 15 months, he began engaging in
self-injurious behaviors such as banging his head, and then at 16 months he
stopped saying Mom. Just before his second birthday, on July 20, 2009,
Brandon was officially diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Individuals on the autism spectrum, like Brandon, face daily struggles to have
a meaningful place in our world. ASD impacts each individual differently, but
many present with communication deficits and sensory processing differenc-
es that hinder their ability to participate in both necessary and enjoyable life
activities. Even though persons with

autism often have unique strengths

of their own, their differences are

consistently highlighted in
negative ways, and catego-
rized by what they can’t do,
rather than what they ® Raising critically needed funds for clinical
can. In order to create a research and treatments

Through targeted action, we aim
to change the voice of autism by :

better, more inclusive

tomorrow for individu- ® Generating awareness through education
als on the autism spec- and events

trum, Jean and Kirk

Schultz  created a ® Providing support for families impacted
non-profit in their son's by autism

name, called

Brandon's Voice. ® Building a community for parents of

children with autism

Brandon's Voice is a
nonprofit organization
based in Bryn Mawr, Penn-
sylvania, located just outside
of Philadelphia, that strives to
better support those whose lives are
affected by Autism Spectrum Disorder; includ-

ing caregivers, educators, therapists, and most importantly, individuals with
Autism, whose voices need to be heard. Unlike other large organizations
dedicated to raising funds and awareness, Brandon's Voice is proud to state
that 100% of the funds raised go directly to the cause. Your support and dona-
tions through our website and fundraisers will help to raise critically needed
funds to not only support those with autism throughout their lifespan, but also
will help to fund research exploring the cause, prevention, and development of
better, more effective treatments for ASD. Help us to ignite the change, by
creating a better more inclusive world for neurodivergent individuals such as
Brandon. We empower you to be the voice for those who may not have one,
and to help individuals with ASD find a meaningful place within our world.

® Paving the road to understanding autism
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Changing the voice of Autism
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IN 2021, THE CDC REPORTED:

approximately1in 44 childreninthe U.S.

L AT 0 Rt d 80 il Autism Spectrum Disorder.
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31% of children with ASD have an intellectual disability
25% are in the borderline range, and
44% have IQ scores in the average to above average range

Autism affects all ethnic and  NOEALAELA TR

sociocconomic groups, but BEST OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT

A A AN MNP HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT AND DELIVER
BENEFITS ACROSS THE LIFESPAN

Developmental regression, or loss of skills, such as language and social
interests, affects 1 in 5 children who will go on to be diagnosed with autism
and typically occurs between ages 1 and 3

An estimated

40% of people Nearly two-thirds of children with autism Nearly half of
with autism are between the ages of 6 and 15 have been bullied those with autism

nonverbal wander or bolt
from safety




Nearly 28% of 8
year olds with ASD
have self-injurious

behaviors. Head banging,

Attention Deficient
Hyperactivity Disorder

arm biting and skin
scratching are among eéﬁ%};g)daé%e%s&no/n

the most common of children with
autism

AUTISM CAN AFFECT THE WHOLE BODY

ANXIETY DISORDERS AFFECT AN
ESTIMATED 7% OF CHILDREN AND ‘8" AS MANY AS 1/3 OF PEOPLE
26 OF ADULTS WITH AUTISM WITH AUTISM HAVE EPILEPSY

(SEIZURE DISORDER)

Children with autism are . . .
8x more likely to suffer Studies suggest that schizophrenia affects

from one or more between 4 and 35% of adults with autism. By
chronic gastrointestinal ~ contrast, schizophrenia affects an estimated 1.1
disorders than are % of the general population

other children

Autism-associated health problems extend across the life span, from
young children to senior citizens. Nearly 1/3 of 2-5 year olds with
autism are overweight and only 10% are medically obese.

On average, autism costs an estimated $60,000 ayear
through childhood, with the bulk of costs in special
services and lost wages related to inereased demands on
one or both parents. Costs inerease with the oceurrence
of intellectual disability.




Mothers of children with ASD, who tend to serve as the child’s case
manager and advocate, are less likely to work outside the home. On
average, they work fewer hours per week and earn 56% less than

mothers of children with no health limitations and 35% less than mothers
of children with other disabilities or disorders.

Over the next decade, an estimated 707,000 to 1,116,000 teens
(707,000 to 11,600 each year) will enter adulthood and age out of
school based autiSm SErViCe:S.

Teens with autism receive healthcare transition services half as often
as those with other special healthcare needs. Young people whose
autism is coupled with associated medical problems are even less
likely to receive transition support.

Many young adults with autism do not receive any
healthecare for years after they stop seeing a pediatrician.

More than half of young adults with autism remain unemployed
and unenrolled in higher education in the two years after high
school. This is a lower rate than that of young adults in other
disahility categories, including learning disabilities, intellectual
disahility or speech-language impairment.

Of the nearly 18,000 people with autism who used state-funded
vocational rehabilitation programs in 2014, only 60% left the
program with a job. Of these, 80% worked part-time at a
median weekly rate of $160, putting them well below the
poverty level

THE COST OF CARING OF AMERICANS WITH AUTISM HAD REACHED $268
BILLION IN 2015 AND WOULD RISE T0 $461 BILLION BY 2025 IN THE ABSENCE
OF MORE EFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT ACROSS THE LIFE SPAN.



The majority of
autism’s costs in the
U.S. are for adult ser-
vices- an estimated
$175 to $196 billion a
year, compared to $61
to $66 billion a year
for children.

Research
demonstrates
that job activities
that encourage
independence reduce
autism symptoms and
increase daily
living skills.

Passage of the 2014
Achieving a Better Life
Experience (ABLE) Act

allows tax-preferred sav-
ings accounts for people
with disabilities, includ-
ing Autism, to be estab-
lished by states.

Passage of autism
insurance legislation in all
50 states is providing
access to medical treat-
ment and therapies

WE CAN HELP CHANGE THE VOIGE OF
AUTISM, WITH YOUR SUPPORT. PLEASE
VISIT US AT BRANDONSVOICE.ORG TO FIND
OUT HOW YOU CAN MAKE AN IMPACT.
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484-774-7485

Interior & Exterior

CARING FOR SOMEONE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
TAKES PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE.
SO YOU CAN BOTH LIVE IN THE MOMENT.

At Prudential, we understand the financial challenges faced by people
caring for a loved one with special needs. From planning for daily expenses
to preparing for a lifetime of care, we'll work together to help meet those
challenges for you — and your family. Call me today and let’s get started.

Craig Carcuffe, LUTCF*

Financial Advisor, Prudential Advisors

The Prudential Insurance Company of America

490 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Building 3A, Suite 12

.carc prudential.com
www.prudential.com/advisor/craig-carcuffe

INVEST * INSURE o RETIRE ¢ PLAN @' Prudential

Prudential Advisors is a brand name of The Prudential Insurance Company of America and its subsidiaries.

Life insurance is issued by The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates. Securities products and
services are offered through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco) (Member SIPC). Each is a Prudential Financial company located in
Newark, NJ and is solely responsible for its own financial condition and contractual obligations.

Offering investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name Prudential Financial
Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a
registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 1-800-778-2255. Prudential, the Prudential
logo, and the Rock symbol are service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc., and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions
worldwide.
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PORTAL OF HEALING

CONSCIOUS ALIGNMENT
WITH THE SOUL

4

COACH " PRACTITIONER

CONSCIOUS PARENTING
W/COACHING METHOD™

Online Conscious Parenting Coaching
50 Main Street, Chester, NJ 07930
201-841-0358
www.portalofhealing.com
debbie@portalofthealing.com



I()l{l} \\ BHHS FOX & ROACH, REALTORS

»67 W. Lancaster Ave, Suite 200

THOMPSON Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

Office Phone: 610.92%7.0900

The Wolf Group

Leadig the Pack Cell: 717.219.9788

Buying or Selling in the
Greater Philadelphia Area?

I'd love to help!
[m]45eud [m]

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT

610-664-0611

www.CHARLESFRIELINC.com



Event Donors

All Seasons Produce & Flowers - Azie - Joan Bialek, Bialek Environments
- Black & Brew - Bobsweep - Briar Bush Nature Center - Bryn Mawr Beverage -
Bryn Mawr Wash & Detail - Buckingham Valley Vineyards - Campanale Family -
Carlinos - Chanticleer Gardens - Cloudburst - Craig and Deborah Carcuffe -
Crate & Barrel - Crumbl Cookies - Cutco - Kelly Cuthbert - John Davis -
Daryl's Pastries - Delco Steaks - Denver Broncos - Detailing Boss - Dresher Deli -
Dick's Sporting Goods - Dairy Queen - Elements - Arlene Renee Finston -
Fishtown Signs - Charles Friel Landscaping - The Gebert Family - Glenside Pizza -
Sam Goldfeder - Green Bay Packers - Heyday - Felicia Hurewitz - Houston Astros -
William M. Hurley - J. Alexander's - John's Crazy Socks - Joseph Anthony Spa -
Jumpers - Kilwins Chocolate - The Koenig Family - Longwood Gardens - Loreal -
William R. May Funeral Home - Joseph J. McGoldrick Funeral Home Inc. -
Mirror Lake Inn Resort & Spa - Montgomery County Fitness - Troy Musto -
Mystic Barrel's - One Hope - Overbrook Country Club - Penny’s By Plaza -
The Perrot Family - Philadelphia Eagles - Philadelphia Flyers - Philadelphia Phillies
- Pittsburgh Steelers - Portal of Healing - Pottery Barn - Jackie Preston- Primex -
Prudential - PutterBall - Reading Phillies - Rita's Water Ice - Robertsons Florist -
Sam's Italian Market - Marilyn Schiff - Sesame Place - Sherman Brothers Shoes -
Lisa & Jeff Sherman - Trina Smith - Sugar Treasures - Target - Ten Ten Truth Yoga
Studio - Jordan Thompson - Valley Forge Casino - Valley Forge Flowers -
Vino Bambino Wines - Washington House and Sellersville Theater - Wegmans -
Weiss - Whiteface Club & Resort - Whole Foods - Amanda Winkler -
Wynnewood Lanes - Yum Yum Bake Shop - Zesto Pizza - Anonymous donors

Thank you for participating in Brandon'’s Voice:
Bonfire Bonanza Fundraiser 2022 for the benefit of Autism!

We sincerely appreciate your support of this year's auction.
All proceeds will fund autism research, education, and
programming for adults and children on the spectrum.
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